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Definition of Other Financial 
Assistance

The definition of other financial assistance (OFA) in 24 CFR 
684.102(b) states: “Estimated Financial Assistance: The estimated 
amount of assistance for a period of enrollment that a student (or a 
parent on behalf of the student) will receive Federal, State, 
institutional, or other resources such as scholarships, grants, net 
earnings from need-based employments or loans, including by not 
limited to- Any educational benefits paid because of enrollment in 
a postsecondary education institution, or to cover postsecondary 
education expenses. The assumption of this part of the definition is 
that the student would not be receiving the assistance if he/she was 
not enrolled at a postsecondary institution.







Accounting for Other Financial Resources



Other Financial Assistance(OFA) Includes but Is 
Not Limited to…….



OFA Does Not Include……







OFA Examples

• Cash Gifts/Gift Cards

• Conference Travel not required for student’s 
program.

• Post Graduation Award

• Non-monetary items that are tracked 

• Any funding received due to postsecondary 
enrollment.

• Fellowships or assistantships



General Rules

• Whether the amount or benefit is taxed or 
untaxed does not affect whether it is used as 
OFA in the financial aid package.

• Other than non-need based employment, an 
amount or benefit that is contingent upon the 
student’s enrollment is generally treated as 
OFA, since it is probably going toward 
educational expenses.



General Rules

• If a student receives an amount, benefit or 
need-based employment during a period of 
nonattendance, and those funds are provided 
to the student due to postsecondary 
enrollment, then those funds are OFA toward 
the upcoming period of enrollment.

• There is no de minimus or minimum amount 
that would not have to be counted-any amount 
is OFA.

















Yes, this is considered OFA. Cost for summer enrollment cannot be 
included in fall COA. If enrolled in the summer, funds would be OFA for 
summer. 







Emergency Aid

Emergency financial assistance includes any 
payment of grant or loan aid to a student for 
unexpected expenses that are included in one of 
the components of COA, as defined under HEA Sec. 
472. For example, payments can support any 
unexpected expense for food; housing; course 
materials or equipment; or transportation (e.g., 
between campus and home for a death or family 
emergency). Institutions determine whether an 
unexpected expense is associated with a COA 
component.





OFA & Emergency Aid Resources for Staff

SFS Campus Partner Portal: sfspartners.wsu.edu 



Resources

• SFS Website: finaid.wsu.edu
– Consumer Information & Policies

• SFS Partner Portal: sfspartners.wsu.edu

• SFS 411

• SFS Staff Service Email: 
sfs.staffservice@wsu.edu

• Contact Us 
– 509-335-9711
– https://financialaid.wsu.edu/contact/
– Sfs.compliance@wsu.edu
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