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NASFAA Data Sharing Decision Tree
for Postsecondary Institutions

See FTI branch of data sharing decision

tree (pg. 2)

1. Does the disclosure include Federal Tax Information (FTI): Federal tax return information
Yes
_m_» Disclosure Permitted

received from the IRS by ED under the FUTURE Act Matching Program?
(See pg. 2 for list of FTI data elements)

6. Is the disclosure to a scholarship granting organization, tribal organization,

or other organization assisting the applicant in applying for and receiving
federal, state, local, or tribal financial assistance for any component of the

applicant’s cost of attendance, and has the student provided explicit written
9. Does the disclosure

consent? 1098h(c)(1)(B)
contain personally identifiable

*
E_ information (PII)?

7. Is the disclosure for research by or on

4. Is the disclosure to the
student’s parent or spouse
contributor to the FAFSA? _M" behalf of the institution to promote college
attendance, persistence, and completion?
1090(a)(3)(C)(ii)

2. Is the disclosure to the student?
1098h(c)(1)(A)(ii)

Disclosure

and Privacy Act (FERPA)? 99.30 Or, for research
described in Box 7, has the student provided
written consent for disclosure under the Higher
m Permitted

Education Act (HEA)? 1090(a)(3)(C)(iii)

Disclosure
Permitted
\ 4
3. Is the information being requested 5. Will the information be used for the
considered FAFSA data per ED’s application, award, and/or administration
definition? (See pg. 2 for list of what of financial aid, per ED’s definition*? 8. Has th 3 ded
is considered FAFSA data) 1090(a)(3)(C)(7) - Mas the student provide
written consent for disclosure
under the Higher Education
? Act (HEA)? 1090(a)(3)(C)
* 11. Is the information 12. Is the disclosure to - .
10. Has the student provided written consent for being requested other school officials E'SC/O_:;JFS o Dlsfl{fsgrg?th
disclosure under the Family Educational Rights considered directory determined to have a SgUtte e (NEIE
m_> information (if the -m_> legitimate educational 99.31(a)(9)(ii) and
student hasn't opted interest in the disclosed C‘?”SU/t legal counsel
out)? 99.31(a)(11) information? 99.31(a)(1) if subpoena, court
order, or other law
enforcement request)

. Disclosure
Disclosure P
. ermitted
Permitted
13. Is the information being
15. Is the disclosure to authorized 14. Is the disclosure to officials of requested as a result of a
representatives of the Comptroller another school where the student judicial order or subpoena,
General of the United States, The % seeks or intends to enroll, or where 4_“_ 99.31(a)(9), or in relation
the student is already enrolled for to financial aid for which
purposes related to the student’s the student has applied or
received under 99.31(a)(4)(i)?

Attorney General of the United States,
the Secretary, or state and local
educational authorities? 99.31(a)(3) enrollment or transfer? 99.31(a)(2)

Disclosure
Permitted ?
16. Is the disclosure to an organization conducting research for, or on behalf Discl Discl
of, your institution to: (A) Develop, validate, or administer predictive tests; (B) Isclosure Isclosure
Permitted Permitted
Disclosure
Permitted

Administer student aid programs; or (C) Improve instruction? 99.31(a)(6)

th

19. Is the disclosure otherwise
permitted under 99.31?

18. Is the disclosure to the parent of a
dependent student, as defined in section m

— -

17. Is the disclosure to
m > 152 of the Internal Revenue Code of
19867 99.31(a)(8)

Disclosure
an accrediting agency to

Permitted
carry out their accrediting
functions? 99.31(a)(7)
Disclosure Permitted Disclosure Not Permitted

Disclosure Permitted

Note that FAFSA data can also be used for means tested benefits outreach without student consent.
Users should assume where it is indicated disclosure is permitted, that said disclosure is permitted without the student’s consent unless otherwise indicated. Conversely, where it is
indicated that disclosure is not permitted, users should assume the disclosure is never permitted, even with the student’s consent.
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https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2025-09-30/guidance-use-federal-tax-information-fti-free-application-federal-student-aid-fafsar-data-and-non-fafsa-data
https://askregs.nasfaa.org/article/35330/how-are-school-official-and-legitimate-educational-interest-defined-for-ferpa-purposes
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1. Is the disclosure to the student? 1098h(c)(1)(A)(ii)

2. Will the information be used for the application, award, or
administration of financial aid, per ED’s definition? 1090(a)(3)(C)(i)

Disclosure
Permitted

4. Is the disclosure to other
school officials determined to
have a legitimate educational

interest in the disclosed
information? 99.31(a)(1)

sl

Disclosure Not Permitted Disclosure Permitted

3. Is the disclosure to a scholarship granting organization, tribal
organization, or other organization assisting the applicant in
applying for and receiving federal, state, local, or tribal financial
assistance for any component of the applicant’s cost of attendance,
and has the student provided explicit written consent? 1098h(c)(1)(B)

o @

Disclosure Not Permitted Disclosure Permitted

FAFSA data includes: ED does NOT consider FTI includes:

e Information obtained directly from
the applicant or contributor on the
FAFSA such as:

Personal circumstances
Dependency status

Federal benefits receipt
Assets

Manually entered tax data
Whether FAFSA was filed (Y/N)
Demographic information
Student eligibility information

o Other information on the
FAFSA, including:

Pell Grant eligibility status (Y/N)
SAI

Verification status

Discretionary net worth

the following to be
FAFSA data:

Total aid awarded

Grant aid and/or loan receipt

and amount by source
Unmet financial need

Loan disbursement records
Student admission records and

Other financial aid data

Tax year

Tax filing status, including
whet!'ler a return was or was
not filed

AGI

Number of exemptions &
dependents

Income earned from work
Taxes paid

Education tax credits
Untaxed IRA distributions
IRA deductions and payments
Untaxed pension amounts
Tax exempt interest
Schedule C net profit/loss

Indicators for schedules A, B, D,
EF and H

IRS response code

Total Parent Allowances
Against Income

Parent Payroll Tax Allowance

Parent Income Protection
Allowance (IPA)

Parent Employment Expense
Allowance (PEEA)

Parent Available Income (PAI)

Parent Adjusted Available
Income (PAAI)

Parent Contribution (PC)
Student Payroll Tax Allowance

Student Income Protection
Allowance (IPA)

Student Allowance for
Parents’ Negative Adjusted
Available Income

Student Employment Expense
Allowance (SEEA)

Total Student Allowances
Against Income

Student Available Income (StAI)

Student Contribution from
Income (SCI)

Student Adjusted Available
Income (SAAI)

Total Student Contribution
from SAAI

Student total income
Parent total income
FISAP total income

Users should assume where it is indicated disclosure is permitted, that said disclosure is permitted without the student’s consent unless otherwise indicated. Conversely, where it is
indicated that disclosure is mot permitted, users should assume the disclosure is never permitted, even with the student’s consent.

?This document reflects NASFAA's understanding of data sharing rules based on official and unofficial written and verbal ED guidance received to date and is subject to change.
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https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-11-07/guidance-state-grant-agencies-and-institutions-higher-education-access-disclosure-and-use-fafsa-data-application-award-and-administration-student-aid-programs
https://askregs.nasfaa.org/article/35330/how-are-school-official-and-legitimate-educational-interest-defined-for-ferpa-purposes
https://askregs.nasfaa.org/article/35330/how-are-school-official-and-legitimate-educational-interest-defined-for-ferpa-purposes

